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Publication Policy Statement 
 

To ensure that we can publish as much high quality research as possible, we have a strict policy of 

encouraging shorter, concise articles that report novel findings which are highly relevant to our 

scope and are likely to have significant international or national impact.   We have two formats: 

Full Papers report hypothesis led research, in other words, a hypothesis must be presented and 

tested and the conclusions must clearly indicate whether or not the hypothesis was supported by 

the experimental results. Research Communications are of equal scientific merit and report high-

quality hypothesis-led or descriptive research in a way that focuses attention on the novel 

findings. This is our preferred category for most research. For both types of article we strongly 

encourage the use of a Supplementary File to provide supporting information such as non-

essential data and detailed methodologies. This file can be of any length and is published online 

linked to the main article. Providing a Supplementary File ensures that the main article is as 

concise as possible. 

 

  



The Validation assessment is to reject on technical grounds 

I am sorry, but we cannot consider your manuscript for publication in its present format. We are always 

anxious to help authors publish their research in the most appropriate and effective manner. However, we 

receive far more submissions than we can publish, so we have to be very selective. 

  

Your manuscript needs to be revised and shortened before we can consider the scientific content. In 

particular, please: 

 Use a Supplementary File if at all possible! This ensures that the main manuscript is as concise as 

possible 

 State your hypothesis if you have one and clearly indicate whether or not it was supported. A 

hypothesis is normally essential for a full paper submission to JDR 

 Focus your data presentation on the novel and significant findings and move any non-essential data 

to the Supplementary File 

 Reduce the length of the Materials and Methods section, which should give an account of what was 

done without the detail needed for replication by others. That detail should be given in the 

Supplementary File  

 Reduce the number of references (you have xxx) to the minimum essential number 

 

Your manuscript does not comply with the requirements specified in our online Guidance and instructions 

to authors. In particular note that: 

 Reference list is not in JDR house style and must be revised 

 Tables and/or figures are embedded in text. This must be revised such that all data presentation is 

given after the reference list 

 There is duplication of data between figures and tables 

 English grammar requires improvement: please seek help from a native English-speaking colleague 

if possible   

 

Specific points: 

Please read our Policy statement (below). We hope that you will revise your manuscript and resubmit, but 

please note that resubmission in Research Communication format would increase your chances of 

publication. Please note that your manuscript has not been assessed for scientific quality. If you do decide 

to resubmit you should satisfy yourself that this is suitable for JDR, as indicated in our online guidance to 

authors. 

 

Best wishes 

Chris 

 

JDR Policy: To ensure that we can publish as much high quality research as possible, we have a strict policy 

of encouraging shorter, concise articles that are highly relevant to our scope and that are likely to have 

significant international impact.   We have two formats: Full Papers report hypothesis led research, in other 

words, a hypothesis must be presented and tested and the conclusions must clearly indicate whether or 

not the hypothesis was supported by the experimental results. Research Communications are of equal 

scientific merit and report high-quality hypothesis-led or descriptive research in a way that focuses 



attention on the novel findings. This is our preferred category for most research. For both types of article 

we strongly encourage the use of a Supplementary File to provide supporting information such as non-

essential data and detailed methodologies. This file can be of any length and is published online linked to 

the main article. Providing a Supplementary File ensures that the main article is as concise as possible. 

The Validation assessment is to reject and invite resubmission in Research Communication format 

 

I am sorry, but we cannot consider your manuscript for publication in its present form. We are always 

anxious to help authors publish their research in the most appropriate and effective manner. However, we 

receive far more submissions than we can publish, so we have to be very selective. 

 

The research you describe is relevant to JDR and we would be happy to consider it for publication, but not 

in Full Paper format (see our Policy Statement below). We encourage you to resubmit a revised version in 

Research Communication format, but please note that your manuscript has not been assessed for scientific 

quality. If you do decide to resubmit you should satisfy yourself that this is suitable for JDR, as indicated in 

our online guidance to authors. 

 

Specific points: 

 

 

Best wishes 

Chris 

 

JDR Policy: To ensure that we can publish as much high quality research as possible, we have a strict policy 

of encouraging shorter, concise articles that are highly relevant to our scope and that are likely to have 

significant international impact.   We have two formats: Full Papers report hypothesis led research, in other 

words, a hypothesis must be presented and tested and the conclusions must clearly indicate whether or 

not the hypothesis was supported by the experimental results. Research Communications are of equal 

scientific merit and report high-quality hypothesis-led or descriptive research in a way that focuses 

attention on the novel findings. This is our preferred category for most research. For both types of article 

we strongly encourage the use of a Supplementary File to provide supporting information such as non-

essential data and detailed methodologies. This file can be of any length and is published online linked to 

the main article. Providing a Supplementary File ensures that the main article is as concise as possible. 

 


