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Understanding the feeding behaviour of dairy cattle in different indoor housing systems is important to optimize 
production and welfare. Outdoors, grazing cattle walks about 4 km/day, grazes about 4- 14 hours within 24-hour period 
and lies down for about 9- 12 hours (Broom and Fraser, 2007). Monitoring the locomotion of cows can be used to predict 
oestrus and lameness. And the same activity monitors can be used to estimate activity and feeding visits by cows. In a 
system in which cows are grouped and given differential access to feeding bins with different rations, and these groups 
change over time, it is important to find out how a change in the ration, and a change in the feeding bin, affects the 
cow’s feeding behaviour, and if so, for how long. Ice tag activity monitors were attached to the right hind leg of ten 
cows. Walking, standing, lying data and health records were used to record changes before and after a change in the 
feed ration/feeding bin.  
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