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Body Condition Score (BCS) is 
correlated with animal fat deposits 

and is an important indicator 
of animal welfare 

and nutritional management. 



ÅHervieu & Morand-Feher (1999)  
ïLow feasibility ς requires handling for lumbar and sternal 

palpation. 

ïGood accuracy ς ideal for nutrition research etc 

ÅImage technology could develop: 
ïQuick method 

ïNo need for restrain 

ïIdentify the extreme 
ÅEnough for welfare assessment 

ÅGood management tool. 

 

 

 



The rump region gave the best representation 

of the BCS levels 
 

ÁData acquisition :  171 photos from the rump and 

sternal  region. 

ÁClassification : BCS with  the golden standard 

method.  

 

ÁDevelopment  of  representative  and threshold  

images:  
Á BCS categories:  

Á0 - Very thin  (BCSÒ2),   

Á1 - Normal (BCS>2 and Ò 3.5) 

Á2 - Very fat  (BCS>3.5) 
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